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Is here humbly offered, | 2 
December 225˙ 2 
5 e ; a * , 5 , 


"TD urzr ſeems a forty in adding two-pence | ans 


penny per yard on all 3 cattons and callicoes, "while 


ſtatutes exiſt prohibiti 

in a cotton or callicoe 
pounds, one moiety to the poor of the pariſh, the other 
r e U. &. % 


. 0 * 10 1 * 


perſons from being buried 


7. Nan ® tine pamptie e iy Landon fa; 
ie, bd a iheiliber of parliament, The 'notes-have been fines 


added, 


The compulſory clauſe to bury ih dead in woolen, inſlitutes 


the indetency of tripping the deceaſed, and prohibits improper ) tlie 
option of uſing cotton or linen, &c. Ac. 


a, 
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under the penalty of five 
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The intention to impoſe'a tax on all devi ſes of land, 
fee-ſimple, &c. muſt implicate property into a ſeries of 
difficulties, and may be, in many inſtances, a load extra- 
ordinary, and diſproportionate to general taxation. Be 
pleaſed to ſuppoſe, frr example— A perſon having re- 
- eently built a dwelling-houſe or othet edifice, on ground 
fee-fimple or otherwiſe, for the materials whereof deals, 
bricks, tiles, &c.) he has atready paid ſpecific duties or 
impoſts : He bequeaths, by his will, the ſaid dwelling - 
houſe or other edifice ta a poor man not worth a ſhilling ; 
A tax of 6 per cent. is demanded of him: The poor 
man anſwers he cannot pay: The collectors of the tax 
inſiſt on payment, and enjoin him to ſell or mortgage: 
He replies, that he can do neither: Then the collectors 
enforce the ſale by him, or declare they will ſell ; he 
meekly remarking to them, You may do whatever 
you pleaſe ; for I have »s money. to pay a lawyer for 
advice, to prevent you.” —Such a wretched dilemma 
would be entailed on poſterity by ſuch a tax. 


® The plan of taxing lands, &c. deſcending by will, or other- 
wiſe, may have been encouraged by a late publication, for the abo- 
lition of all taxes by means of collectors. 8 vo. 18. printed for or by 
CrosBy, See Monthly Review, for Dec. 1795, p. 441+ 


Much 


Much might be juſtly offered on the embarraſſments 
attending a tax on perſonal property, bequeathed or de- 
ſcending to the firft, ſecond, and third degree, and to 


ſtrangers ; vnleſs it be from legacies of money, or from 
ſtock in the public funds, or from moveable effects, out 


of which the imp may be ſoon raiſed by ſale, or by Y 
an eaſy transfer of a part, without being ſubje& to a mort» - 
axe, or an apparent liability thereto. | -*Y 


A tax progreſſively on all hor ſes appears more reafonable, 
and has, primã facie, many circumſtances in its favour. It 
muſt and will tend to ineregſe the breed of horned cattle, - 
for the ſervice of the plough and other labour in agri- 
culture, which cattle, after being fattened on graſs * 
hay, may be ſent to the ſhambles.. 


af 


Such a tax en all horſes uſed is more an imaginary” 
burthen than a real one; the uſe of that for which any 
perſon pays a duty is more conſidered than that which is 
- exempt. The leſs the number of h:r/es, the more are 
© the oats reſerved; an eſſential to good bread not ſo truly 
E © known, until the ſcarcity of grain prompted neceſſity to 
| make experience. Twa buſhels of wheat, one bu/bel of 
white oats ground to meal, the huſks fifted through a 
hair ſieve, and the meal mixed with boiled potatoes re- 
_ duced to a pulp and paſſed through a hair fieve, with 
”  * whichpulp mix the complex meal, adding ſome yeaſt ; 
the bread made from the compound will not be unwor- 
thy of a nobleman's table.“ 


ditto 
| ditto 


oats — 
barley — 
tick beans — 


rye — 


* A buſhel of wheat weighs about 6olb - 


39 
54 
62 
58 
84 
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# Or take 41b. wheaten meal 2 | | — 
2 barley flour V uſing yeſt as cuſtomary for wheaten 6 


x rye ditto dough, kneading the dough in a | 

1 tick bean ditto; temperate ſtate, neither to be 
— \ hard nor very ſoft. * 

5 | | ” \ - 

Or Alb. wheaten meal J The potatoes to be reduced to a 

2 barley flour pulp by boiling, paſſing the add 3 

4 potatoes boiled potatoes through a hair 
2H ſieve, making the dough ra -Y 
an ſtiffer than by the firſt receipt, 


which has beans, &c. 


The mixture of oats lightens the, 2 


Or Alb. wheaten meal 
| bread for broth or ſoups, 


2 barley flour 
2 oat meal - 


Or, To any weight of flour, take half the weight thereof of 
potatoes; boil the potatoes; ſkin and maſh them; mix 
them with the flour while warm; then add ſome yeſt, the 
quantity uſual, obſerving to make the dough as dry as 


poſſible. | 2 


N. B. 181b. of flour alone produces 22 f lb. of bread; X 
and 18 lb. of flour mixed with lb. of potatoes A 

will produce 29 f lb. of bread. F 

3 


From theſe receipts (it has been declared) will be produced very 
wholeſome and nutritive bread. N 
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The evaſion of the tax on /addle-horſcs will be better 


diſcoverable, when all deſcriptions of horſes are entered 


and accordingly rated. The unjuſt evaſion will be redu- 
Cible to the teſt of reaſon and equity. 


| On the ſame principle, a tax on dogs, whoſe food has 
been eſtimated annnaliy to exceed two millions and a 
half ſterling. The ſkins of thoſe animals killed at a 


certain age, even before they may be taxable, might tend 


to abate the price of leather, &. 


But are there no other objects of taxation, than thoſe 


| already noted? Yield, therefore, ye provident Legiſla- 


tors, to remedy a malady, which the fatherleſs, the 
widow, and the diſtreſſed invoke you to inſpect and 
know ; becauſe it is in your power, with great facility, 
to afford abundant relief. 


The unaccounted Jums of money long in the hands 
( for ever) of ſome aſſignees on a ſtatute of 
bankruptcy, of ſome truſtees and adminiſtrators for the 
benefit of creditors, of ſome executors declining or omit- 
ting to inform legatees of their reſpeCtive legacies ; for 


though the preſent laws may be ſaid to be adequate, 


they are not thought ſo, as the charges thereof may, and 
do, far exceed the ſum to be claimed and affected 
thereby. 


The 
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The writer, who ales the wel — of the commu- | 


nity and the good of mankind, ſolicits the public at- 
tention, while he developes ſome of the maladies deſired 
to be remedied, | 


Aſſignees are directed by law to exhibit their books to 
any creditor properly deſiring to inſpect them, &eE., and 
ſometimes enter into treaty to lodge the monies in a 
banking houſe that pays intereſt on depoſits. Truſtees 
for the benefit of creditors may have ſigned a deed, to 
conform to the rules preſcribed and practiſed under the 
bankrupt laws; and for remedy of neglect, the courts 
of juſtice are open. = 


Adminiſtrators are ſummonable to the ordinary 
to account; and executors ſuable in the ſame court, 


and in the court of chancery. But poſſeſſion of, 


property affords law-ammnnitionz and a ſingle claimant 
on either of them (if either be unwilling to pay) hazards 
| His own property, in ſuing, to be expended to a far 
greater amount than the ſum he claims ; and the intereſt 
on a fund detained is a frong inducement for throwing 
out reaſons of delay, &c. Special examples in this 
feetch ſhould be avoided, as it is not an eaſy taſk to give 
public proof ſatisfactory, though believed, by a great 
number of circumſtances. And yet no one can deny, 
that an application was made ineffectually, during three 
years, to the repreſentatives of an aſſignee, to examing 


the books of account; nor that ſeventeen years have not 


elapſed between the firſe diſtribution of an inſolvent's 
eſtate and effects and the final diſtribution, without pay- 
ing the ſmalleſt inter:ſt on the ſums from time to time 


in hand. | 
The 
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= The hiſtory of events has given demonſtration of 


practice; an aſſignee is now obliged to advertiſe a divi- 
dend when- made in the London Gazette, a paper not 
ſeen by one out of an hundred. A dividend is legally 

fixed by the commiſſioners named in the bankruptcy ; 

the aſſignee pays all that call and demand the dividend ; 
but he is under xo obligation to write letters to thoſe 
ti creditors who have not ſeen the Londan Gazette, nor 
” , heard of the dividend fixed and payable. The longer 
the unclaimed dividends remain in his hands, the more 
is the benefit of office ; but what becomes of the wi- 
dows, the orphans, and the monies of many, is the part 
of this tract for your meditation and remedy. * 


Truſtees unwilling to pay, but deſirous to retain, may 
have their operations ſimilar; but adminiſtrators ſum- 
= monable to court, having given bond by another for the 
due execution of their office, generally ſettle the whole 
more expeditiouſly ; but yet /e/dom account to the or- 
dinary, and are (as will be hereinafter intimated) to be 
improved in the execution of Heir office, or contribute 

to the aid of government by a due impoſt. | 


»A caſe in point. —A dividend of a bankrupt was advertiſed 
in the London Gazette. The aſſignee paid all thoſe & editors who 
called on him, and demanded, or aſked for their reſpective divi- 
dends.— A perſon reſided in that city, where the bankrupt and 
the aſſignee lived : Neither of them informed him, though they 


The perſon, deficient of the xeceſary intelligence, did not call to 
require payment until a ſeries of time had lapſed, and then inform- 
ed thereof by another creditor, he demanded his reſpective divi- 
dend, and was paid. He then calculated, that the ſum was % long 
with the aſſignee, that it would have produced hum more than 20l. 

at legal intereſt; but no intereſt was paid him, alledging, If you 
had called ſooner, you would have been paid. fee” 
Executors 


a a. a> > a. a _ woes aXXo 


frequently ſaw each other, that a dividend had been fixed and made. 


1 = — * 
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Executors, the choice of teſtators, (though /ome not 
over approvable, if the dead had another terreſtrial and 


animated exiſtence to examine their conduct) have their 


poſitive dire ions by law, aided by cuſtom, to pay lega- 
cies, &c. when due, and When. demanded; but neither 
the learned Wentworth, nor Serjeant Wiiſon, nor the 
very valuable treatiſe publiſhed lately, on the Law of 
Diſpoſal of teſtate and inteſtate effects, do afford any 
remedy herein and hereby requeſted; For it is declared, 
that an executor is not tuable for any intereſt on a legacy, 
until it has been demanded, and the executor has had 
ſufficient aſſets in hand; although the legatee through 
ignorance could not demand it, in which ignorance he 
was purpoſedly kept by the executor, whereof one exam- 


ple of public notoriety ſhould be known. 


A man dying, appointed his ſon executer, who 
proved the will, and kept the contents a ſecret. The 
patiſhioners, after ten years, having an intimation that a 
legacy had been bequeathed for the benefit of the poor, a 
copy of the will was procured, and the legacy then de- 
manded and paid, &c. * 


It hath been determined, that where a legacy is generally 
deviſed, and no time aſcertained for the payment, and the legatee 
be an infant, he ſhall be paid intereſt from he f year after the 
teſtator's death; but if the /-gatee be of full age, he ſhall only have 
intereſt from tbe time 7 bis demand. 

$ LoVELASS, edit. 1794, p- 244. 


In 


In order to promote the manifeſtation of truth, and 
to reſtrain the power of abuſe, may the Almighty dire& his 4 
the hearts of the Legi//ature, to introduce a bill, that a final 
ſtatute may be enacted to the following, or ſimilar pur- inter 
port: That every nee already appointed, or that the 
mall be hereafter appointed, by virtue of a commiſſion _ 
of bankruptcy, ſhall, and ate hereby required, after the 
paſſing of this act, annually (courting the year from the 1 
date of the commiſſion) to publiſh, and cauſe to be tior 
printed in the London Gazette, an advertiſement, twice 
to be inſerted, giving an abſtract of the account of 
their receipts and diſburſements t, and the names of -4 
thoſe who have proved their debts ; ; and immedi- reſt 
ately after the ſaid advertiſement ſhall have been 
publiſhed the ſecond time in the ſaid London Ga- 1 
rette, cauſe the ſame to be copied, printed, and pub- ant 
liſhed in two news- papers uſually circulated in or paſ 
near the place of reſidence of the barkrupr; which be 
ſaid advertiſement ſhall, after the ſpace of fix days, and tee 
ot exceeding fourteen days, be again printed and pub- ea 
liſhed in the ſaid country news papers; and ſuch publi- Fol 
cation ſhall be repeated annually, in like manner, untii th 
the ſaid aſſignee or aſſignees ſhall fo far have expended, of 
or diſtributed among the creditors, all the eſtate and in! 
effects of the bankrupt, ſo, as not to have enough in of 
hand to pay the charges of centinuing annually the ad- le 
vertiſements: And whatever monies ſhall have been in W 
hand, after the fir/t year, belonging to the eſtate and 
effects, every of them ſo detaining or delaying ſhall pay 
' 4 per cent. per ann. intereſt, in aid of government, from 
I 1 } Or the abſtract conly) of receipts and diſburſements in the 2 


1 Gazette; and the particular creditors, legetees, &c. not 
Paid, to be ſpecified in the news- papers. 


his 


EE 


his ton property: But, in caſe he or they ſhall make 5 3 
final diſtribution in the courſe of the enſuing year, no 

intereſt ſhall be paid from the laſt anniverſary: And, as 

the aſſignees are generally creditors, their intereſt and 


their honour will prompt them to make a final dividend. 2 
TRrusTEEs of inſolvents to be under iiur regula- ' 
tions, reſtrictions, and penalty. | | 1 


D — ® 
- ADMINISTRATORS alſo to be under the regulations, 
reſtrictions, and penalty of aſſignees. 


* | "= 


ExEcuToRs and ADMINISTRATORS, With the will 
annexed, of every deſcription, ſhall and may, after 
paſſing of this act, make out an account of all legacies, | 
bequeſts, and deviſes, ſpecifying the names of the lega- "Y 
tees and deviſees, noting the amount ut the legacy to 


each, and deſcribing the deviſes ; and they ſhall pub. * 1 
liſh annually (counting the anniverſary from the date of I 
the probate) the aggregate of the legacies, and the names 
of thoſe legarees, in the reſpective will contained, not- 4 
ing the legacy to each due and payabie ; alſo the names = 
of the deviſees, with a deſcription of the deviſe to every 7 


legatee, 70 whom he or they have not paid purſuant to the 
WILL of the teſtator®; to every deviſee, to whom, or with 


Upon examining the regiſters of Canterbury and York, the 
« legacies to collaterals were found to bear the proportion of one- 
« third to tbe whole number, which muff mean the whole that kad 
been paid: But is it not ſuppoſed, that a number of legacies have 
been omitted to be paid, like the inflance in p. 9; con/eqrently, the 
compulſion to publiſh, as aforeſaid, may make d//coveries to a con- * 
fderable amount, &c. | 


whom 
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whew; the 4eviſe has not been ſettled = adjuſted, p puß⸗ * 


ſuant to the WILL of the teſtator and to the law of the 
land; ſuhje & to all the regulations, reſtrictions, and 
penalty, enjoined to be obſerved and kept by aſſignee: 
aforeſaid, that have been already Vu or ſhall here- 
after be appointed, &c. 


Men of twenty years experience, or leſs, in the com- 
merce of this kingdom, may give teſtimony in aid of 
the foregoing hints, and on the abſolute neceſſity to 
make proviſion by law, 1e prevent ſhanfeful delays in 
making dividends, diſtributions, and giving information 
to legatees, &c. The. late publication of the unclaimea 
dividends in the public funds gave knowledge and property 
to many perſons who were ignorant th-reof, and poor 
for want of receiving what was their Juſt due unknown 
to them. 


The obligation to publiſh, &c. may cure more evil than 
the uſe of the halter and the drop at Newgate. It will 
increaſe by immenſe numbers the duties ariſing from ad- 
vertiſements ; alſo from the 4 per cent. nomine pane ; 
alſo expedition to make dividends and diltributions to 
creditors, legacies to legatees, &c. ; and the public hav- 
ing caſh in hand from thoſe reſpective funds, uſually long 
pent up, they may the more cheerfully contribute to the 
exigencies of the nation. 


Why 


f the 


gneet 
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Why not a tax on all cards, or tickets, for admiſſion 


into play-houſes, and into all other places of public diver- 
ion and amuſement, with every other ſpecies of luxury, 
and that immediately, on the axiom of the SpxcTATOR, 
(vol. i. No. 55.) “For when a government flouriſhes, 


net going, to the amuſements. 


4 
. 
3 
. 
> 
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om- | © and be ſecure from foreign attacks, it naturally falls, . 
1 of | «c (or may fall) into all the pleaſures of luxury; and then 3 
/ to] luxury and avarice may become one complicated 3 
sin principle of action in ſome whoſe heart is ſet on 2 
tion | « ſplendor, eaſe, and pleaſure.” And this tax prepa : a- I 
mea | tory to an approaching peace, hefore the axium be ſeen I 
erty | in its conſequences to take a deeper root than at pre- L 1 
oor | ſent. While war is at the gates of the cities, /i:// play- 4 
wn | houſes, and other places of public amuſement, are ” 
crowded : The poor, who are almoſt ſtarving, perceive * 3 | 
the luxurious enjoyments of the rich and opulent, unaſſiſt- I 
ing them, unleſs by parochial aſſeſſments, or a bounty on 1 
nan | ©" imported 1. Their hearts, though in indigent cir. 2 
vill | Cumſtances, muſt have chriſtian principles, if they do 4 
1 not envy the luxurious opulent, nor be diſcontented in 4 
4; ä 3 
to . . 7 
y- | N. B. No objection to the enjoyments of the theatres, &c, but 3 
Ong the propriety of a tribute to the public weal is required, as every 
the Perſon will then have an option, to pay, or not to pay, by going, or 


+ Th poor labourer, who has no beaſt of burden, is to contri. 
bute, by his labour or otherwiſe, to the repair of the highways of 
L his pariſh : But by ſtatute, 3oth of his preſent Majeſty, the juſtices 
of the peace may exonerate a labourer on account of his poverty, 


their 
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tlieir ſituations: Therefore, let all ſpecies of 2 
cies, of pleaſure, of Horſe racing, &c. be rated and 


taxed —all rookeries, as they conſume an immenſe quan- 
tity of grain j—all deers kept in parks, as the land to 


maintain fifty deer would afford proyender far ſeveral 


hundred ſheep, &c. &c, 


— 


Some Bachelors only are chargeable, or pay on certain 
impoſts as bachelcrs, which ſtate may be conſidered under 
the notion of wilful indulgencies, not obſerving the rites 
of Hymen : But the amount of a bachelor's tax ſcarce 
amounts to the value of the ſugar a married man muſt 
pay for, to be put into the pap, or other ſpoon-meat, for 
two of his children, with the attendange of one or two 
ſervants to help them ; Therefore, why not double all 
their preſent taxes, and cauſe every bachelor, at the age 
of twenty-five, to pay a tax during his celibacy, or un- 
til he attain fifty years of age, according. to his degree; 
and then they can have no reaſon to complain of a di/- 
proportionate burthen incident to the nation. 


t The deſtruction of the g1ubs and carth-worms by the roots, | 


immediately after the plough, has been pleaded for the mo 
ance of rookeries ; but ſome farmers proximated . to , raokeries do 
aſſert, that the roots deſtroy ſeven times as much more grain per 
ann, than the grubs and earth worms would have conſumed. 
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'A thought e to tax a would be inſtantly 

as it ought to be: But, as the Miniſter ſeems 
to want objects of taxation, one will be offered here un- 
der the title of 4'Tax for the Relief of the Ladies, and to 
the benefit of the ſtate. Seduction of vii tue attaches the 
ſhame and the burthen imoſtly to the fair ſex. The 
man, in caſe of iſſue illegitimate, contrafs with the 
pariſh for the maintenance thereof; but no fatisfac- 
tion to the woman injured, unleſs by an action at law; 
por any fine to the King, nor mul# to government, in 
atonement for the crime. And, as this is a ſpecies of 
ſmuggling, whereof no mention is made in the hovering 
af fo called, a cheaper method than continued matri- 
mony, why not a ſpecial tax, -,fixable on the man, the 
father, from the date of the ſolemn affidayir (but rather 
from the birth of the child) ot the woman that ſwears 
ſhe is with child by ſuch a man, or that ſuch a man is 
the father of the child ; the rate of the tax taken accord- 
ing to the firſt, — third, fourth, or r th degree of 
gentility or ſtation. 


The writer laments, that he cannot at preſent find a 
ſiatute, (not in Ruff head's collection) which he has read, 
and, he thinks, was paſſed j in the reign of King Cha. II. 
(it may be 18 Cat. 2. c. 1.) which would furniſh a 
long liſt of degrees of aeſeriptivi perſons, then taxed, 
for raiſing monies by the POLL=TAX, far exceeding the 
preſent powdered poll-tax, n 


* 


But that this tract may not be/extended beyond its 
title, a Sketch on the Bud pet, he concludes, by wiſhing a 
long, proſperous, and happy reign to his Majeſty, King 

| George the Third; harmony, wiſdom, and unanimity 
to his Counſellors ; and peace and plenty to his People; 
leaving to the French nation, ſome months to complete 
their bankruptcy, as more than 1401. nominal in aſſig- 
nats may be purchaſed for leſs than a guinea. 


toe 


"Exeter, December, 1195. 
W. HOLMES, 
zew years gift to the public. 


P. S. Since this addreſs with the notes annexed were 
w dhe preſ the writer has read a pamphlet, 


conſiſting of two parts? 
ſt, An Eſſay to demonſtrate the Miſchie- 
vouſneſs of Law Taxse. | 
adly, e eee vice 
Taxation. 
J. Debret, London. * 


